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A WALK AROUND EFFINGHAM 

A guide to valued views 
 

 

This document has been prepared to support the Effingham 

Neighbourhood Plan and to illustrate views and vistas of special 

importance to residents and visitors alike and which can be enjoyed 

from publicly accessible places. Those views are also defined in the 

Plan and are as numbered and shown on the Map overleaf (also 

Figure 4 of the Plan). 

It takes the reader on a brief tour of the parish and can be used as a 

practical guide for those who wish to see for themselves. 
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The best way to explain the views that define the openness of the valued Effingham 

landscape with its unexpected glimpses of distant vistas or of local features is to take a short 

walk around the parish. It is a small parish, so will not take long. 

Leaving Effingham Junction Railway Station (in East Horsley) after arriving by train; or 

having parked your car or bicycle there you join Effingham Common Road to cross the 

Parish boundary onto Effingham Common (a Registered Common  and one of our 

Designated Green Spaces). 

 
Turning off to following the bridleway around the Common there is wonderful view south 

(View N 1) across the grassland of skylarks to the Cricket Ground. 

You join Old London Road (BW 131) which runs along the boundary with East Horsley. 

View N 2 looks back across the Common which is widely recognised as providing a unique 

view over common land to the distant Chilterns. ( See the Horsley Jubilee Trail Guide 

published by the 

Horsley Countryside 

Preservation Society 

and the Surrey Hills 

(AONB) Partnership; 

supported by Guildford 

Borough and Surrey 

County Councils).This 

is also typical of many 

Effingham Views 

showing the openness 

of the land in the 

foreground with 

glimpsed distances. 

 

 

View N 1 

VIEW N 2 
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A quick 0.4 mile (1 km) stroll along the track past the Cricket Ground takes you back to 

Effingham Common Road. Here one walks south towards the Village. 

 
Following the footway along the road for 0.76 mile (1.22 kms) and crossing the road by 

Thornet Wood one has a final view of open farmland before Leewood Way, the first 

settlement of the Village. This view looks to the west towards the Ancient Woodland of 

Littlelee Wood. 

View N 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From there it is just a third of a mile (.56 km) to enter the Conservation area and time to head 

to the churchyard to start the formal Village Walk 

 

 

 

 

  

View N 3 
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Our Village walk (approximately 5.25 miles (8.45 kms)) starts in the Churchyard of St. 

Lawrence the ancient 13 C heart of the village and Conservation area. The Saxons typically 

chose the 

highest vantage 

point in the core 

of the village to 

build the 

Church. 

Looking West 

one can see past 

Home Farm 

towards the 

open land and 

woods beyond. 

View C 1. 

Walking along 

Brown’s Lane a 

quick diversion 

into the 32 acres 

of the King 

George V 

playing fields, 

View C 2 

illustrates the 

openness of the 

largest 

dedicated space 

(formerly farm 

land) in the Conservation 

area. From almost any point 

looking south one can see the 

slope of the North Downs. 

The largest area of housing in 

the Settlement area 

(Norwood/Strathcona) to the 

South of the A246 is well 

screened. This settlement is 

home to some 1,000 residents, 

approaching 40 % of the total 

population of the Parish. 

Crossing the A246 at the 

traffic lights and turning up 

Beech Avenue one leaves the 

Conservation Area. 

As the crow flies we have travelled just under 2 miles (2.53 kms) since entering the parish at 

the Station. Following the footpath for a little under ½ a mile (0.7km) we turn east along the 

Bridleway to join High Barn Road.  

VIEW C 1 

VIEW C 2 
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From many points approaching Badgers Farm one has views across the fields to the east and 

the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Bookham barely 0.7 of a mile (1.2kms) away. 

To the North across the fields the Effingham Settlement can be seen nestling in the valley, 

with a good view on a clear day over Champion Down to the City of London and Docklands. 

View S 1. The area comprises part of common fields which was land collectively strip farmed 

by villagers in mediaeval times. “Champion” has the same root as Champagne, meaning open 

as opposed to wooded land. Centuries later the use of the area is still defined by the use of 

small strips; albeit to keep horses. 

 

We walk further up High Barn Road towards the Surrey Hills AONB three quarters of a mile 

away. 

 

Turning West onto FP 122 running along the 

boundary of the AONB there are more views back 

across Bowles Green towards Badgers Farm and 

over trees to the distant vistas of London.  Views S 2 

and S 2A 

 

 

 

 

  

VIEW S 2 

VIEW S 2A 

VIEW S 1 
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FP 122 takes you onto Effingham Golf Course and diverting along FP 123 for a short way 

to look back from the AONB boundary, there is a typical distant vista of the Thames Valley. 

View S 3. One might imagine that the land it is not that different to the pre-enclosure days 

when this too was farmed as common fields and reputedly even hunted over by Henry VIII.  

Heading back along FP 122 there are more views across the Golf Course which is now an 

area of Good Quality Semi-improved Grassland (Natural England Classification 2012) and an 

SNCI. View S 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIEW S 4 

VIEW S 3 
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Reaching the old Toll Road {now the A 246} which runs for just1.4 miles from the Western 

to Eastern Parish Boundaries we turn right towards the village. Walking east for a third of a 

mile (0.5 km) past wooded fields and some houses the view opens out near Standard Hill 

across an open field towards the Village Conservation Area with a view of Middle Farm 

Close. View S 5. 

Another fifth of a mile and we re-enter the Conservation Area with views North Easterly 

across to Home Farm, The Barn (off Yew Tree Walk), the allotments, and the Church and 

North Westerly from Grove House towards Great Ridings. Views S 6 and S 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VIEW S 5 

VIEW S 6 

VIEW S 7 

View S 5 
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We now walk back to the Traffic lights and turn left past the Shopping Parade and across Pit 

Field to the fields along FP 120. As you cross the boundary of the Conservation Area you 

have a magnificent view east across open farmland to St Lawrence Church and Home 

Farm. One might call this “the Defining View” of ancient and rural Effingham. Views W 1 

and W 1 A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are lucky you will have time to relax and enjoy harvest time with 

 a view of the North Downs. View W 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIEW W 1 

VIEW W 1 A 

VIEW W 2 
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From here we follow the footpath reaching Orestan Lane, which, with Lower Road, formed 

the main east west route past the village before the turnpike. We turn east and walk on about 

a third of a mile (0.6 m) until we re-enter the Conservation area. Stopping under a 

magnificent oak tree we enjoy open fields and a view north easterly towards Thornet Wood, 

beyond Leewood Way, providing a typical view of the open farmland setting of the 

Conservation Area. View W 3. 

Looking South from the same position there is a view towards the Turnpike (A 246) and 

North Downs across the open fields adjoining and providing a key setting for the 

Conservation Area View W 4. 

 

Continuing for 0.15 mile (250 metres) past the Plough pub we reach Effingham Common 

Road again and carefully negotiate the traffic speeding across the nominal double mini 

round-abouts to enter Lower Road. Continuing past the Lutyens Red House we soon come 

to Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church and looking north there are glimpses through the 

VIEW W 3 

VIEW W 4 
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grave yard to the open farmland and Thornet Wood beyond. View C 3; as illustrated further 

by View C 3A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VIEW C 3 

VIEW C 3 A 

In preparing this 

document 

acknowledgments are due 

to 

 Guildford Borough 

Local Plan 2003 (app 

for SNCI) 

 History of Effingham 

published by 

Effingham History 

Group    1975  

 



 

Page 12 of 12 

After a few paces we pass the British Legion Hall and leave the Conservation Area. 

Continuing for about a quarter of a mile (350 metres) past the Howard School on the right, 

we stop at the edge of the Eastern Wildlife Corridor as it crosses Lower Road and look 

across open farmland (Effingham Lodge Farm) to Thornet Wood. VIEW E 1. 

From here it just 0.37 of a mile (600 metres) back to our start at the church. Before we do this 

we should walk about 300 metres north along FP 119A to Water Lane. Here we can look in 

various directions across the field (regarded as High Risk for Green Belt Sensitivity) to 

Thornet Wood and Effingham Lodge Farm and in particular southerly to see the 

Conservation Area in the distance. VIEW E 2. 

VIEW E 1 

VIEW E 2 


